Bilingualism in Education

1
Understanding your learners
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“Bilingual”

v \What does that mean?

v Are you bilingual?
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Bilingualism is...

NThe ability to understand and use two
(or more) languages In certain contexts

and for certain purposeso
(Carder, 2007)
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v Now are you bilingual?
v How hard i1is it to nbecome Db



Sorry...

Youre in an important
meeting. Youve just drunk
your colleagués coffee by
mistake.

You didrit hear what someone
just said.

Your boss, who you get on with 7.

quite well has just asked you
to stay till 9pm tonight.

Youre in a meeting and
someone has just started to
say something you completely
disagree with.

6.

Youre at the airport and you
want to get past some people
with your heavy bags.

Youve just said something you
didnd mean to1 nothing
serious.

Youve finally understood what
someone has been trying to
explain to you for ages.

Youwve forgotteni yet againi
to give your partner an
important message.
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Writing

“Just” learn English...

Reading

Speaking

Listening
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Today’s Program

v What wewill do:

o Overview of critical theory
on bilingualism in
education

o Understanding the
challenges for learners

o Meeting the challenges

v What wew 0 ndo:t

o Answerall your questions
about how to apply to
classroom practice
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Why “Bilingualism”?

Bilingualism has positive effects of
chil drendos | 1 ngul
development.

(Cummins, 2001)
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. Bili I ind Cognitive benefits
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Abstract thought
Are bilinguals “smarter”? Rule discovery

Creative thought




Working memory
Longterm brain health

Are bilinguals “smarter”?




Concentration

The “Bilingual advantage” | Multitasking

Decisionmaking




- ” Focus
The “Bilingual advantage |
Planning




Language masters...
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Il. Bilingualism opens hearts

If you talk to a man in a
language he understands, that
goes to his head. If you talk to
him In his language, that goes

to his heart

Nelson Mandela




Postsecondary study

lll. Bilingualism opens doors Job opportunities
Better pay




- gy,
How being bilingyg] can
boost your career

itive
Bilingualism strengthens cogni
development .. . .



School-based bilingualiSm: poes it work?

v Language status

/. Maintenance of status
In-home and at school

v Language in education

A\ Additive bilingualism
/\ Subtractive bilingualism

v Literacy
o School language
o Home language
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How long will it take to “be bilingual™?

v Conversational versus
academic proficiency

v BICS(Basic Interpersonal
Communicative Skills)

v CALRcCognitive Academic
Language Proficiency)
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Being realistic

v Lowering expectations
v Proving adequate

% support
o Content support

o Learning support

Reading
% Vocabulary
Writing

v Language support
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Issues for Learning
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. Literacy

Il. Content learning

. Cognitive
development

Iv. Confidence
v. Socilalisation
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Looks like? Sounds like?
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Literacy In L2

v Howdoes the school
help?
o Linguistic support
/A Withdrawal/tutoring

A\ Literacy strategies
/" Phonetics support

v How can the parents
help?
o Content support

/L1 materials concurrent
with L2 materials
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