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vWhat does that mean?

v Are you bilingual?
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v Now are you bilingual?

v How hard is it to ñbecome bilingualò?
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ñThe ability to understand and use two 
(or more) languages in certain contexts 
and for certain purposes.ò

(Carder, 2007)



1. Youôre in an important 
meeting. Youôve just drunk 
your colleagueôs coffee by 
mistake.

2. You didnôt hear what someone 
just said.

3. Your boss, who you get on with 
quite well has just asked you 
to stay till 9pm tonight.

4. Youôre in a meeting and 
someone has just started to 
say something you completely 
disagree with.

5. Youôre at the airport and you 
want to get past some people 
with your heavy bags.

6. Youôve just said something you 
didnôt mean to ïnothing 
serious.

7. Youôve finally understood what 
someone has been trying to 
explain to you for ages.

8. Youôve forgotten ïyet again ï
to give your partner an 
important message.
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Language

Writing

Reading

Speaking

Listening

Alphabet

Spelling

Vocab

Grammar

Idioms

Style

Formality

Genre
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v What we will do:

o Overview of critical theory 

on bilingualism in 

education

o Understanding the 

challenges for learners

o Meeting the challenges

v What we wonõtdo:

o Answer all your questions 

about how to apply to 

classroom practice

© 2015 CEC for LanguageOne 6



© 2015 CEC for LanguageOne 7

vBilingualism has positive effects of 

childrenõs linguistic and educational 

development.

(Cummins, 2001)



Cognitive benefits

Linguistic benefits



Abstract thought

Rule discovery

Creative thought
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Working memory

Long-term brain health



Concentration

Multi-tasking

Decision-making



Focus 

Planning



Linguistic sensitivity

Phonetic sensitivity

Accommodation



Open to òotheró

Empathy

If you talk to a man in a 

language he understands, that 

goes to his head. If you talk to 

him in his language, that goes 

to his heart.
Nelson Mandela



Post-secondary study

Job opportunities

Better pay



Bilingualism strengthens cognitive 
development



v Language status
ÅMaintenance of status 

in-home and at school

v Language in education 
ÅAdditive bilingualism

ÅSubtractive bilingualism

v Literacy

o School language

o Home language
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vConversational versus 

academic proficiency

v BICS (Basic Interpersonal 

Communicative Skills)

vCALP (Cognitive Academic 

Language Proficiency)

© 2015 CEC for LanguageOne 18



v Lowering expectations

v Proving adequate 

support

o Content support

o Learning support

ÅReading 

ÅVocabulary

ÅWriting

v Language support
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I. Literacy

II. Content learning

III. Cognitive 

development

IV. Confidence

V. Socialisation
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v How does the school 

help?

o Linguistic support

Å Withdrawal/tutoring

Å Literacy strategies

Å Phonetics support

v How can the parents 

help?

o Content support

Å L1 materials concurrent 

with L2 materials
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